
 
 

 

 

STRICTLY EMBARGOED: UNTIL 10:30PM, FRIDAY 14 JUNE 2024 
Luxury retirement complex The Helier takes category top spot in 
Property Industry Awards 

 
Auckland, 14 June 2024: The bar was set higher this evening when The Helier by Oceania was 
named this year’s Oceania Retirement Living & Aged Care Property Award winner at the 34th 
annual Property Council New Zealand Rider Levett Bucknall Property Industry Awards. 

The Oceania Retirement Living & Aged Care Property Award is a new category for the awards this 
year which took place this evening at Spark Arena, attended by over 1,600 New Zealand 
property professionals. The Property Industry Awards are the most prestigious property awards 
programme in Aotearoa New Zealand, celebrating excellence in design and innovation in the 
built environment. 

Other winners in this category, who take home Excellence awards, include Red Beach Vivid 
Living in Auckland and The Foundation - Nathan Residences, Auckland. 

The Oceania team’s vision for The Helier was to create a property that offers unparalleled luxury 
retirement and aged care living and it certainly delivers. With amenities that include on-call 
chauffeurs, a concierge, a fine dining restaurant, gym and wellness centre, indoor swimming 
and spa pool, wine library, cinema, beauty salon, billiard room, and private garage The Helier 
could easily be mistaken for a 5-star hotel. 

Situated at 28 Waimarie Street, St Heliers, Auckland, the site is right in the middle of a popular 
and well-established area. To accommodate the surrounding residents, and to manage a build 
on a tricky site, careful considerations had to be made during development. The property sits on 
a volcanic site in a residential street with a 12m excavation. During the initial groundworks the 
team discovered fossilised leaves and plant material which required archaeological 
investigation.  

The property has been designed to fit in with the established residences on the street, 
complementing the neighbouring houses. It offers 360-degree views over the Waitematā 
Harbour and Auckland CBD. The 13,479m² site built over 5 levels accommodates 79 
independent living apartments and 32 premium care suites allowing for a seamless transition 
for residents should their needs change. 

Said Andrew Evans, chief judge, Property Industry Awards, “not only is this a beautiful building 
with superior finishes and amenities but every aspect has been designed with intention. It’s a 
statement building that integrates harmoniously into its surrounds; the quality of the finishes is 
second to none and its sustainability credentials will appeal to discerning residents as much as 
its functionality as they enjoy their later years.” 

The Helier has been designed with sustainability in mind. Building features such as hydronic 
underfloor heating in the communal lounges, continuous extraction in bathrooms, heat pumps 
for heating and cooling requirements and LED lighting promote energy efficiency and resident 



 
 

 

 

health and wellbeing. In addition, the team selected materials with level A eco-labelling for 
insulation, paints, carpet, cabinetry, internal linings and roofing for their healthy properties and 
sustainable manufacturing. The site is currently undergoing its 6 Homestar certification. 

While clearly at the top end of the market, this is an example of how to see out retirement in 
style. With north facing gardens, ocean views, and an outdoor fireplace, the building is set up to 
facilitate social interaction for residents to help foster a sense of community.  

The dining room has been set up like a restaurant with resident Executive Chef, Charles Pihera 
at the helm. His philosophy is that the experience of eating at The Helier should feel just the 
same as a five-star dining one. 

Perhaps a resident comment in the award entry sums this property up best. “We describe The 
Helier experience as being elevated, elegant, elder living.”     

 

Oceania Retirement Living & Aged Care Property Award 

Best in Category: The Helier 

- Owner/developer: Oceania  
- Construction: Argon Constructors  
- Architect: Peddlethorp 
- Structural engineer: MSC Consulting Group  
- Service/mechanical/building enclosure engineer: Babbage Consultants  
- Quantity surveyor: Dean, Murray & Partners  
- Project manager: Oceania 
- Landscape architect: Greenwood Associates 
- Geotechical engineer: Tetra Tech Coffey 

 

Excellence: 

• Red Beach Vivid Living, Auckland  
• The Foundation - Nathan Residences, Auckland  

 

Merit: 

• Metlifecare Fairway Gardens Retirement Village, Auckland  
• Summerset on the Landing, Wellington  
• The Bellevue, Christchurch  
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FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  

The Helier PR contact: Sandra Daniel  

021 477 761 / sandra.daniel@oceaniahealthcare.co.nz  

Please do NOT contact this person prior to the stated embargo (10:30pm on Friday 14 June 
2024). 

 

PR contact for Property Industry Awards 

Anna Farrera | Pead | 027 509 0755 | anna.farrera@pead.co.nz 
Jennifer Leppington-Clark | Pead | 027 210 1677 | jennifer.leppington-clark@pead.co.nz 

For media use: images for each of the winning projects are available here. Please credit the 
photographer where mentioned in the file name. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR MEDIA 

ABOUT THE AWARDS 

The prestigious Property Council New Zealand Property Industry Awards are presented to 
outstanding property projects, developments or substantive refurbishments across New 
Zealand.  

The Awards are highly regarded for their focus on efficient use of capital. Projects are awarded 
for meeting a wide range of criteria to provide an outstanding return and/or delivery of service 
potential on investment of funds and maximum community benefit for public buildings. 

 

JUDGING CRITERIA 

Each nominee is assessed against the following criteria: 

• Economic and financial criteria 30% 
• Project vision and innovation (includes degree of difficulty) 15% 
• Design and construction 20% 
• Owner and user satisfaction 15% 
• Sustainability and efficiency of operation 20% 

Visit the Property Industry Awards website for more information or to download the full list of 
nominees.   

mailto:sandra.daniel@oceaniahealthcare.co.nz
mailto:anna.farrera@pead.co.nz
mailto:jennifer.leppington-clark@pead.co.nz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/uk8j23sspwy7rkrhz9ama/AGGo5IaW5DshyD__wz-FSNM?rlkey=s8jjvfbxtbkdvpo8k1xoanzhs&st=nkxgahxl&dl=0
https://www.propertynz.co.nz/property-industry-awards


 
 

 

 

ABOUT PROPERTY COUNCIL NEW ZEALAND  

Property Council is the leading advocate for Aotearoa New Zealand’s largest industry – property. 

Property Council New Zealand is the one organisation that collectively champions property, bringing 
together members from all corners of the property eco system to advocate for reduced red tape that 
enables development. 

Property is New Zealand’s largest industry, making up 15% of economic activity. As a sector, we 
employ 9% of New Zealand’s workforce and contribute over $41.2 billion to GDP. 

A not-for-profit organisation, the Property Council connects over 10,000 property professionals, 
championing the interests of 570 member companies. 

Our membership is broad and includes some of the largest commercial and residential property 
owners and developers in New Zealand. The property industry comes together at our local, national 
and online events, which offer professional development, exceptional networking and access to 
industry-leading research.  

Our members shape the cities and spaces where New Zealanders live, work, play and shop. 

www.propertynz.co.nz   

http://www.propertynz.co.nz/
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