
 

 

 

STRICTLY EMBARGOED: UNTIL 10:30PM, FRIDAY 14 JUNE 2024 

Maersk Hamilton Coldstore takes top award in Industrial Property 
category 

 
Auckland, 14 June 2024: The Maersk Hamilton Coldstore took home the CBRE Industrial 
Property Award at this year’s Property Council New Zealand Rider Levett Bucknall Property 
Industry Awards. The 2024 awards were held tonight at Spark Arena with over 1,600 guests in 
attendance. 

The site is owned by Maersk Logistics New Zealand whose intent was to build a sustainable 
facility to service the area and further deliver on its ambition of net zero across its business by 
2040. 

Constructed by Apollo Projects the facility provides 18,000m2 of coldstore which can house 
over 21,000 pallets of cold chain products. The fully convertible temperature-controlled space 
can accommodate temperatures ranging from -25°C to 15°C. 

Strategically located in the Ruakura Superhub, the new facility is next to the new SH1 dual 
carriage way, the key transport corridor between Hamilton and Auckland. The site is adjacent to 
the Ruakura Inland Port, providing a seamless link to the Ports of Tauranga and Auckland, 
allowing the facility to better service both the export regions and the key import markets in the 
North Island.  

Maersk customers including massive players such as Fonterra and Alliance Meatworks are now 
able to deliver their goods directly to the facility where they are maintained in the cold chain or 
blast frozen, ready for export. 

“This new facility will have a massive impact on productivity,” said Andrew Evans, chief judge, 
Property Industry Awards. “The site can send freight directly to a ship in either Auckland or 
Tauranga via the inland port, via rail or via road. Overall, it means taking approximately 6,000 
trucks a year off the road.” 

While this is a future-focused solution in itself, the entire project has been constructed to 
maximise sustainability at every turn, targeting the highest possible Green Star rating of 6 stars. 

The use and reuse of water onsite is one such example. Condensation is recovered from the 
defrosting of the evaporators and used to cool the hybrid cooling towers producing enough 
water to run the whole refrigeration system. Similarly, rainwater is harvested and used for 
irrigation and for the cisterns in the offices.    

Throughout development Maersk were careful to meet (and exceed) the Ruakura Superhub 
Guidelines (developed by Tainui to meet the Iwi's high environmental standards). Once such 
consideration required that 10% of the landscaping made use of native planting from the local 
fauna. The site is also fully solar powered by a massive solar array producing over 1.4MW.  



 

 

 

The refrigeration system is CO2 (the largest in the world) and uses the waste heat for office 
heating and equipment such as forklifts can be charged in situ allowing for longer operation 
times and less charging time.  

The dock pods used along with the wheel lock systems for each dock, reduce air infiltration to 
reduce energy loss, and improve cold chain and safety for operational staff and truck drivers.   

Said Evans, “As judges we are delighted to see that even though this building isn’t in the Resene 
Sustainable Building Property Award category, it has so many carefully thought out, sustainable 
elements to it, following the trend of putting sustainability at the heart of local property 
development. This can only be good for the industry and our country.” 

As well as a focus on sustainability, the Maersk team were intentional about including the Iwi 
and community in the project. The company has assisted with job creation and provided Tainui 
with logistics and supply-chain training systems for any of their members who are looking to 
logistics as a career.  The site also includes artwork by Iwi artist Eugene Kara. 

Now in their 34th year the Property Industry Awards are the most prestigious property awards 
programme in Aotearoa New Zealand celebrating excellence in design and innovation in the 
built environment. 

 

CBRE Industrial Property Award 

Best in Category: Maersk Hamilton Coldstore 

- Owner/developer: Maersk Logistics New Zealand  
- Construction: Apollo Projects 
- Architect/structural/building enclosure engineer: Stiles and Hooker  
- Service engineer: Butterworth Electrical Services 
- Mechanical engineer: CoolLogic 
- Quantity surveyor: BQH 
- Project manager:  TMX Transform 
- Other consultants: Electrical Consulting Services, Eugene Kara  

 

Excellence: 

• Cardinal Drury Automated Warehouse, Auckland  
• Mainfreight Favona, Auckland  
• Tāwharau Lane, Auckland  

 

Merit: 

• 25-27 Landing Drive, The Landing Business Park, Auckland  
• 88 Hobsonville Road, Auckland 
• Altus - Te Rapa Gateway, Hamilton 



 

 

 

• Bluebird Foods Automated Warehouse, Auckland  
• Kmart Distribution Centre – Ruakura, Hamilton 
• Linton Maintenance Support Facility - Farrier Lines, Palmerston North  
• LPC Te Whare Whakatika maintenance workshops, Christchurch 

 

ENDS 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:  

Maersk Hamilton Coldstore PR contact: Courtney Robinson 

+61 493 277 576 / courtney.robinson@tmxtransform.com  

Please do NOT contact this person prior to the stated embargo (10:30pm on Friday 14 June 
2024). 

 

PR contact for Property Industry Awards 

Anna Farrera | Pead | 027 509 0755 | anna.farrera@pead.co.nz 
Jennifer Leppington-Clark | Pead | 027 210 1677 | jennifer.leppington-clark@pead.co.nz 

For media use: images for each of the winning projects are available here. Please credit the 
photographer where mentioned in the file name. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR MEDIA 

ABOUT THE AWARDS 

The prestigious Property Council New Zealand Property Industry Awards are presented to 
outstanding property projects, developments or substantive refurbishments across New 
Zealand.  

The Awards are highly regarded for their focus on efficient use of capital. Projects are awarded 
for meeting a wide range of criteria to provide an outstanding return and/or delivery of service 
potential on investment of funds and maximum community benefit for public buildings. 

 

JUDGING CRITERIA 

mailto:courtney.robinson@tmxtransform.com
mailto:anna.farrera@pead.co.nz
mailto:jennifer.leppington-clark@pead.co.nz
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/uk8j23sspwy7rkrhz9ama/AGGo5IaW5DshyD__wz-FSNM?rlkey=s8jjvfbxtbkdvpo8k1xoanzhs&st=nkxgahxl&dl=0


 

 

 

Each nominee is assessed against the following criteria: 

• Economic and financial criteria 30% 
• Project vision and innovation (includes degree of difficulty) 15% 
• Design and construction 20% 
• Owner and user satisfaction 15% 
• Sustainability and efficiency of operation 20% 

Visit the Property Industry Awards website for more information or to download the full list of 
nominees.   

 

ABOUT PROPERTY COUNCIL NEW ZEALAND  

Property Council is the leading advocate for Aotearoa New Zealand’s largest industry – property. 

Property Council New Zealand is the one organisation that collectively champions property, 
bringing together members from all corners of the property eco system to advocate for reduced 
red tape that enables development. 

Property is New Zealand’s largest industry, making up 15% of economic activity. As a sector, we 
employ 9% of New Zealand’s workforce and contribute over $41.2 billion to GDP. 

A not-for-profit organisation, the Property Council connects over 10,000 property professionals, 
championing the interests of 570 member companies. 

Our membership is broad and includes some of the largest commercial and residential property 
owners and developers in New Zealand. The property industry comes together at our local, 
national and online events, which offer professional development, exceptional networking and 
access to industry-leading research.  

Our members shape the cities and spaces where New Zealanders live, work, play and 
shop. 

www.propertynz.co.nz   

https://www.propertynz.co.nz/property-industry-awards
http://www.propertynz.co.nz/

	FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR MEDIA

